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Chair:  
Liz   Bates,  
Lincolnshire  
Liz  has  worked  in  historic  building  conservation  for  15  years  and  was             
appointed  as  Chief  Executive  Officer  of  Heritage  Lincolnshire  in  2013.           
She  is  a  full  member  of  the  IHBC;  has  project  managed  the  repair  and               
re-use  of  three  historic  buildings  at  risk;  and  has  a  wide  experience  of              
area  grant  schemes.  Liz  is  a  strong  advocate  of  engaging  people  in             
heritage  and  has  designed  and  delivered  several  education  and          
volunteering  projects,  including  the  Lincolnshire  Heritage  at  Risk  project,          
which  was  a  national  pilot.  She  has  previously  worked  for  the  National             
Trust  as  a  Vernacular  Buildings  Surveyor  and  for  the  University  of            
Nottingham  in  their  Manuscripts  and  Special  Collections  Department.  As          
a  member  of  the  UKAPT  Midlands  committee  since  2010,  Liz  has  gained             
a  huge  amount  from  working  with  colleagues  on  the  HTN  Board  and             
members  within  the  organisation  and  is  keen  to  support  it  in  achieving  its              
future   ambitions.  
 
Deputy   Chair:  
Jeremy   Fenn,  
East   Midlands  
Jeremy  graduated  with  a  degree  in  Economics  from  Exeter  University  in            
1996.  He  worked  briefly  in  the  City  of  London  carrying  out  economic             
research  for  the  Association  of  British  Insurers.  However,  the  rising           
popularity  of  social  and  ethical  investment  led  to  a  re-evaluation  of            
priorities  and  a  move  to  the  charities  and  social  investment  sector  and,             
eventually,  to  the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund.  Jeremy  has  worked  at  the            
National  Lottery  Heritage  Fund  for  over  18  years.  He  has  experience  of             
most  of  the  Heritage  Fund’s  grant  programmes  and  has  monitored  BPT            
and  townscapes  projects  across  the  South  West,  Wales  and  East           
Midlands.  He  is  currently  the  Senior  Investment  Manager  for  the  England,            
Midlands  and  East  Area.  He  retains  a  close  interest  in  BPTs  and  used  this               
experience  to  help  the  Heritage  Fund  develop  the  Heritage  Enterprise           
programme.   
 
He  is  passionate  about  the  importance  of  providing  practical  and           
sustainable  new  uses  for  old  buildings.  Done  properly,  they  rejuvenate           
deprived  communities,  provide  jobs,  develop  skills  and  foster  local  pride.           
Jeremy  speaks  occasionally  at  Historic  England,  HTN  and  BPT  events           
and  is  an  active  member  of  the  East  Midlands  Heritage  Forum.  He             
continues  to  support  the  New  Economics  Foundation  and  its  work  to            
pursue   an   economic   system   where   people   and   the   planet   matter.   
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
David   Trevis-Smith,   
West   Midlands  
David  had  been  Midlands  Area  representative  on  the  APT  national           
committee  since  2008,  before  becoming  Chair  in  2009.  He  completed  his            
five  year  term  in  2014  and  became  Chair  Emeritus,  retaining  his  position             
on  the  HTN  Board.  His  day  job  is  Project  Organiser  for  several  Building              
Preservation  Trusts,  including  Wentworth  Woodhouse,  and  he  also         
provides  mentoring  support  to  other  Trusts.  David’s  passion  for  building           
conservation  came  about  as  a  volunteer  member  of  the  West  Midlands            
Historic  Buildings  Trust  (WMHBT).  Projects  completed  include  Lye  &          
Wollescote  Cemetery  Chapels  (now  a  Registry  office)  for  WMHBT,          
Weavers’  Cottages  (now  3  dwellings)  for  The  Worcestershire  BPT,          
Cromford  Mills  Building  17  (now  a  Europa  Nostra  award-winning  visitor           
centre  and  office  lets)  for  The  Arkwright  Society.  David  is  a  Chartered             
Director  and  has  an  honours  degree  in  Business  Studies  from  the            
University   of   Bradford.  
 
Judith   Martin,  
Winchester  
Judith  was  chair  of  the  South  East  region  for  several  years,  representing             
the  area  at  a  national  level,  before  handing  the  role  to  Diana  Beattie  in               
2014  and  moving  across  to  become  a  member  of  the  HTN  Board.  She              
became  smitten  with  conservation  after  discovering  SAVE’s  ‘Tomorrow’s         
Ruins’  at  the  same  time  as  coming  across  the  abandoned  house  of  one  of               
the  old  coal  owners  in  the  north  east.  Ruins  still  exert  a  strong  pull.               
After  degrees  in  architecture  and  historic  conservation,  she  realised  she           
was  far  more  interested  in  the  buildings  that  make  the  backcloth  -             
industrial  remains  or  artisans’  housing.  She  has  worked  in  the           
preservation  trust  sector  for  20  years  and  by  a  neat  circular  process  now              
finds  herself  campaigning  for  the  rescue  and  reuse  of  the  last  buildings  of              
the   East   Kent   coal   field,   at   Snowdown.  
 
Martin   Hulse   (AHF   Liaison),  
Tyne   and   Wear  
Martin  is  a  Project  Manager  at  Tyne  and  Wear  Building  Preservation  Trust             
working  in  regeneration  with  specialisms  in  heritage,  sustainability  and          
the  implementation  of  public  art.  He  has  worked  in  the  public,  private  and              
third  sector  and  now  focuses  on  the  work  of  building  preservation  trusts             
and  champions  the  role  of  small  charitable  organisations  in  making  a  big             
impact.  Recently  he  has  restored:  a  monastic  cell  on  a  small  island  that              
is  now  used  as  a  RSPB  warden’s  cottage;  an  old  navigational  lighthouse             
that  is  now  used  as  a  heritage  centre  by  a  local  community  group;  a  staith                
on  the  River  Tyne  with  the  objective  of  creating  an  urban  pier;  and  an               
engine   house   on   a   rope   hauled   railway   that   is   now   a   workshop.  
 



 

 
Tszwai   So,  
London  
Tszwai  is  an  award-winning  architect  who  co-founded  emerging  practice          
Spheron  Architects  based  in  London.  Tszwai  is  also  a  published           
architectural  historian  who  is  an  authority  on  Victorian  architect  George           
Truefitt   (1824-1902)   and   Wooden   Church   Heritage   in   Belarus.  
Named  by  the  RIBA  Journal  as  a  rising  star  in  2016,  Tszwai’s             
architectural  projects  have  been  featured  in  numerous  high-profile         
publications  worldwide;  he  has  also  been  nominated  for  and  won  many            
prestigious  accolades  such  as  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  UK           
Young  Architect  award  2017,  and  the  RIBA  London  Award  2017.  His            
clients  include  Birkbeck  College,  Queen  Mary  University  London,  the          
Diocese  of  Westminster,  the  Holy  See  of  Rome,  the  Royal  Borough  of             
Kingston   upon   Thames   and   the   RIBA   Journal.  
Tszwai  is  passionate  about  giving  new  life  to  derelict  or  underused            
heritage  assets  and  has  been  working  on  a  number  of  listed  buildings  in              
Central   London   for   Birkbeck   College   since   2016.  
 
Hopwood   Depree,  
North   West  
Hopwood  represents  a  key  demographic  of  HTN’s  growing  membership;          
Start-ups  who  need  to  build  capacity  and  network  quickly  to  tackle            
heritage  at  risk.  He  is  working  to  save  Hopwood  Hall,  now  under  the  care               
of  Rochdale  Borough  Council.  Owned  by  the  Hopwood  family  for           
five-hundred  years  until  the  early  20th  century,  Hopwood  is  now  working            
with  the  local  community  to  provide  a  new  life  for  the  building.  His              
innovative  engagement  and  awareness-raising  initiatives  include  taking        
part  in  Europa  Nostra’s  ‘Ode  to  Joy’  celebration  project  and  stand-up            
comedy  stints  at  the  Brighton  Fringe  and  Edinburgh  Fringe  Festivals,  with            
his   hit   show   “The   Yank   is   a   Manc”.   
 
 
 
Brenda   Turnbull,  
Northern   Ireland  
Brenda  is  the  Chief  Officer  of  the  Lagan  Navigation  Trust,  founded  in             
2009,  whose  main  objective  is  to  reopen  the  Lagan  Navigation  Canal            
from  Belfast  Harbour  to  Lough  Neagh.  Brenda  has  worked  in  property            
development  in  both  the  public  and  private  sectors,  and  in  urban  and  rural              
regeneration  for  many  years.  With  a  keen  interest  in  community  planning            
she  has  steered  the  Trust  towards  the  development  of  a  more  community             
focused  delivery  of  the  programme  to  re-open  the  Lagan  Navigation           
corridor.  
 
 



 

Lorraine   Bell,   
Scotland  
Lorraine   is   the   Manager   of   Fife   Historic   Buildings   Trust,   a   BPT   focused   on  
heritage   and   community   regeneration   in   Fife   through   new   uses   for   historic  
buildings.   Close   partnership   with   Fife   Council   has   delivered   over   £35m   of  
investment   over   20   years   in   buildings   across   Fife   –   making   a   great  
difference   to   communities,   businesses,   visitors   and   local   economies.  
Current   projects   include   converting   a   church   to   a   climbing   and   bouldering  
centre   and   developing   a   high-quality   holiday   apartment   in   a   long   vacant  
town   hall.  
 
Before   moving   to   the   Trust,   Lorraine   managed   Conservation   Area  
Regeneration   Schemes   in   Dunfermline,   Kirkcaldy   and   Anstruther   for   Fife  
Council.   And   before   this   wholesale   move   to   Fife,   Lorraine   worked   at   The  
National   Trust   for   Scotland   (co-ordinating   its   work   to   produce  
management   plans   for   each   property)   and   at   The   National   Trust  
(England,   Wales   &   N.I.)   Lorraine   studied   at   The   Ironbridge   Institute,   a  
fascinating   time   spent   focussing   on   industrial   heritage   in   the   centre   of   a  
significant   World   Heritage   Site,   and   has   had   a   lifelong   interest   in   seaside  
heritage.  
 
 


